GEORGE THE THIRD
fact he was out of patience with Pitt for the way in which he
had gone against the Grenville interests in advocating the repeal
of the Stamp Act. He was also afraid that he would be completely
overshadowed by his brother-in-law in the new government.
He put the latter point plainly to his sister, Lady Chatham, when
he said in a letter to her that he would be £ stuck into a Ministry
as a great cipher at the head of the Treasury, surrounded by
other ciphers named by Mr Pitt.' It never entered his head
that his refusal would end his political career: he had not the
wit to see that all his past political successes had been achieved
in the shadow of his brother-in-law's great popularity in die
country.
On August 2nd the composition of the new Administration
was formally announced.
First Lord of the Treasury: The Duke of Grafton.
-   Chancellor of the Exchequer: Mr Charles Townshend.
Lord President: The Earl of Northington.
Lord Chancellor: The Baron Camden.
Secretary of State: General Conway.
Secretary of State: The Earl of Shelburne.
First Lord of the Admiralty: Sir Charles Saunders.
Master-General of the Ordnance: The Marquis of Granby.
Secretary at War: The Viscount Barrington.
Paymaster: Lord North and Mr George Cooke.
Attorney-General: Mr William de Grey.
Solicitor-General: Mr Willes.
Lord Privy Seal: Mr william pitt.
There was wild delight in the country when the news went out
that Pitt was again at. the helm. In London arrangements were
made to illuminate the streets and to hold a banquet in the
Guildhall in his honour. But on August 4th it was announced
that the popular idol had accepted a peerage; and the very-
people who two days previously had hailed him as the saviour
of his country now cursed him as the arch-traitor of the popular
cause and a sycophantic hunter after tawdry honours. Orders
were given to cancel the arrangements for the street illuminations
and banquet. Public opinion was unjust: but at the same time
it has to be admitted that Pitt's removal to the House of Lords
greatly weakened his position in the country.
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